UP FRONT

EUROPEAN FOCUS

HSUS OPENS A
EUROPEAN OFFICE
The HSUS has opened a new
I European office in Bonn,
West Germany. Headed by
Betsy Dribben, former HSUS
director of federal legislative affuirs, this office will concentrate
on the European Parliament and
the European Commission,
which oversees legislation fur its
twelve member European countries. Ms. Dribben will initially
concentrate on tuna/dolphin issues, cosmetic testing on animals, and fur issues. The activities of this new office will be
reported in a new department in
the HSUS News, called "European Focus." With environmental and animal-protection issues
becoming increasingly more
global, this new office and mag-

azine department offer us an
opportunity to help shape laws
on both sides of the ocean.

PRINCE HONORS
DOLPHINS, WHALES
"~'be dolphin could be de-

Ill scribed as a symbol of our
deteriorating relationship with
the Earth," explained Prince
Sadruddin Aga Khan, founder
and president of the Bellerive
Foundation. The Prince's concern for all cetaceans led him to
convene a major international
symposium on whales and
dolphins in captivity. "We are
abusing our ancient friendship
with the dolphin," he said.
The Bellerive Symposium,
held July 9 and 10 in Geneva,
Switzerland, drew representatives from more than thirty

Patricia Forkan (right) joins the Prince Sadruddin Aga Khan
and the Princess Catherine Aga Khan at the Bellerive Symposium on whales and dolphins held in July.
conservation and animal-protection organizations, including
The HSUS's Senior Vice President Patricia Forkan. The delegates discussed the detrimental

A thirsty foal nurses from its dam shortly after Chincoteague mares and foals have
been herded into the holding corral prior to the ponies ' annual swim.

effects of capture and captivity
on cetaceans and, among other
things, called for an end to all
further captures of all cetacea
around the world.
•

INVESTIGATIONS

Chincoteague 1990

STOP THROWING
AWAY BAGS!

Improvements made in pony penning

F

The "Animals.. .It's Their World Too" reusable shopping bag-This sturdy
canvas bag is big enough for groceries, sports a colorful design, and costs
only $16.95 (3 for $14.95 each). Use it instead of plastic or paper!

r

I

QTY.

I ITEM NO.
I B02

DESCRIPTION
"Animals.. .It's Their World Too" Bag
Shipping and Handling
TOTAL

AMT.

$ 3.00

Method of payment: 0 Check
0 VISA
0 MasterCard (check one)
Account# _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ Expiration date,_ _ _ _:..___ _ __
Signature
Daytime phone_ _ _ _ __
Name_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
Address _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ ___
City_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _---'-State _ _ ___.LJZip _ _ _ _ __
All orders must be prepaid and will be filled while supplies last. Make all checks payable
to The HSUS, and send orders to 2100 L Street, NW, Washington, DC 20037. We ship UPS;
please provide a street address. Allow 6-8 weeks for delivery.
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or twenty long years, The HSUS has
been monitoring the annual Chincoteague pony penning off the coast of
Virginia (see the Fall 1989 HSUS News).
During the last week in July, wild stallions,
mares, and foals that reside on Chincoteague National Wildlife Refuge are
rounded up, penned inside holding corrals,
then forced to swim the channel that separates the refuge from the mainland. Before
crowds of cheering spectators, the animals
are paraded through town and penned at the
fire company's carnival site. The day after
the swim, newborn foals are separated from
their dams and auctioned to the highest
bidders.
The Chincoteague Volunteer Fire Company owns the ponies and has a U. S. Fish
and Wildlife Service (USFWS) permit
allowing it to graze its ponies on the refuge.
The HSUS has charged that the fire company does not provide the ponies with adequate care year 'round but only exploits
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them at auction time. With most foals
selling for $500 and up, the fire company
makes a sizable profit.
HSUS investigators have observed a
number of abusive practices at pony penning. The auctioning of foals too young to
be weaned from their dams, encouragement
of impulse buying by spectators who have
no understanding of a wild foal's needs, and
permitting the riding of wild nursing mares
as a carnival attraction are annual problems.
In 1988 and 1989, however, several mares
died during pony penning. After mares collapsed in 1988 with no veterinarian present,
The HSUS was successful in getting a
stipulation added to the fire company's
grazing permit requiring a veterinarian to
be in attendance during future pony pennings. Despite that stipulation, when ponies
collapsed during the 1989 round up, no veterinarian could be located.
Thanks to hundreds of letters written by
HSUS members, this year the USFWS

demanded that the fire company upgrade
its care of the herd during pony penning.
As a result, The HSUS saw real improvements at the 1990 pony penning.
"For starters, the fire company enlarged
the ponies' holding corral-the pen in
which the ponies are held for two days
before the swim,'' said investigator Gail
Eisnitz. "The ponies aren't crammed inside that corral anymore, and they've got
a shaded area where they can escape from
the baking sun. '' The fire company also
made water more accessible to the ponies
and stationed a horse trailer at the corral
site-with a big red cross sign bearing the
words "pony ambulance" -in the event an
equine emergency arose.
Most importantly, however, the Chincoteague Volunteer Fire Company finally retained the services of a veterinarian during
the entire six-day event. Not only did the
veterinarian examine the ponies to determine which newborn foals should not be
forced to swim the channel, but he also put
an age minimum on foals to be auctioned.
(While buyers could purchase foals less
than three months old, those animals had
to remain on the refuge with their dams until they reached that age.)
"The USFWS has informed us that the
veterinarian is keeping an eye on the herd
year 'round, even worming the ponies on
a regular basis," said Ms. Eisnitz. "This
is particularly important because these
ponies live in a very harsh environment. ''
Last year the dead mares were found to be
suffering from severe infestations of internal parasites; The HSUS and the
veterinarian who performed the autopsies
demanded that the fire company institute a
better worming regimen.
''Of course, improvements at Chincoteague didn't happen because, suddenly,
after sixty-four years of pony pennings, the
fire company realized it needed to be more
responsible for the welfare of its herd,''
said Gail Eisnitz. ''They happened because,
with pressure from HSUS members, the
USFWS threatened to cancel the entire
pony-penning event if the fire company
didn't begin to clean up its act."
Despite some very positive changes, The
HSUS will continue to monitor what remains a highly stressful event for all
animals concerned.
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LABORATORY ANIMALS

Building Bridges to Medicine
HSUS, patient-advocacy groups talk

I

s peace breaking out on the animalresearch front? Judging from recent
outreach efforts of the HSUS Laboratory Animals Department, you might think
there is a diplomatic solution to the animalresearch crisis. In fact, year-long negotiations between HSUS staff and leaders in
medicine and patient advocacy are beginning to bear fruit.
In early 1989, as polarization between
patient-centered and animal-centered interest groups threatened progress in
laboratory-animal protection, Laboratory
Animals scientists held out an olive branch.
They offered their expertise in nonanimal
research methods to professional medical
societies and patient-advocacy groups.
''At first they were skeptical of both our
concern for human health and our
understanding of biomedical research,''
recalls Dr. Brandon P. Reines, Laboratory
Animals associate director, ''but once they
appreciated our sincerity and depth of
knowledge, a few groups started listening."
Such orthodox medical organizations as
the American College of Sports Medicine
(ACSM), the Interstitial Cystitis Association (ICA), and the National Alliance for
the Mentally ill (NAMI) have "started
listening. '' Getting the ear of such patientadvocacy groups as NAMI and ICA was,
nonetheless, no easy task.
For instance, HSUS staff had attended
an ICA meeting in early 1989 to promote
alternatives to a particular ICA-funded
rabbit experiment on bladder disease. While
they were warned that that forum was ''not
the place'' for such discussion, staff members persisted and convinced ICA to fund
the project using alternatives to rabbits.
Equally circumspect at the outset of
negotiations was the nation's largest advocacy organization for the mentally ill, the
Virginia-based NAMI. Although NAMI
had invited HSUS scientists to debate ani8

mal research at NAMI's annual convention
in Cincinnati in July 1989, the false
dichotomy of "mental health vs. animal
protection'' was implicit in the forum.
Before an audience of 1,200 skeptical
NAMI members, we proposed a bold new
approach to discovering drugs for mental
illness-a technique that does not rely on
animals. The technique is based on the fact
that most drugs for mental illness were
originally marketed for a completely different disease.
For instance, the antidepressant drug
known as iproniazid was originally
marketed for treating tuberculosis. It had
an unanticipated side effect on TB patients.
They felt euphoric. An American doctor
thereafter predicted it would prove to be an
effective antidepressant.

Testskin, a living skin equivalent, reacts to
toxic substances much as does normal skin;
HSUS describes such animal-test alternatives to patient-centered groups.

Based on the historical record, The
HSUS told NAMI members that the prospects for discovering better drugs for mental illness are bright. The key is to inaugurate an alternative method of drug
discovery known as ''computerized
postmarketing surveillance" (CPMS). This
method uses computers to process data on
the mood-altering side effects of drugs,
from antihypertensives to antibiotics, already on the market.
The president of the American
Psychiatric Association dismissed the
HSUS proposal as animal-protectionist inspired, but NAMI President Thomas Posey
indicated in a letter dated December 1,
1989, that "The National Alliance for the
Mentally ill is always interested in anything
that might discover another 'tool' in our
fight against mental illness and would be
interested in further exploring your idea for
CPMS."
Interaction between The HSUS and the
American College of Sports Medicine has
already paid off. The HSUS had originally contacted the ACSM in mid-1989 to
criticize a particular sports medical research
project on pigs. HSUS analysis of the
potential for alternatives to the pig experiment intrigued the president of the ACSM,
Dr. Barbara Drinkwater.
Dr. Drinkwater proposed that The HSUS
help plan a special forum on alternatives
to animal research for the 1991 annual conference of the ACSM in Florida. Laboratory Animals Department staff identified
potential speakers who are experts on alternatives to sports medical research on
animals, including computer simulation,
clinical investigation, biomedical telemetry,
biomechanical modeling, and in vitro
studies; Dr. Reines is scheduled to deliver
the introductory address on the historical
development of alternatives to animal
research.
Says Dr. Drinkwater, "I think it is time
for moderates on both sides of the animalexperimentation issue to bypass the extremists and look for areas where scientific
and educational goals can be achieved with
less reliance on the animal model. " The
HSUS hopes the event will mark the beginning of a relationship between the animalprotection movement and organized
medicine.
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In the meantime, it will continue to ignore
resolutions passed yearly by the IWC that
say that Norway's "science" will contribute nothing to the comprehensive assessment of whale stocks. ("Scientific" whaling conducted by Japan in the Antarctic was
similarly condemned.)
Several important positive actions were
taken. A resolution passed calling on the
IWC scientific committee to prepare a
report on the status of small cetaceans, a
positive fust step toward bringing the plight
of these animals to the world's attention.
Another adopted resolution called on nations to use nonlethal means to conduct
research programs. This was another condemnation of ''scientific'' whaling, which
kills whales in order to study them. The
HSUS is particularly concerned about findHSUS Senior Vice President Patricia Forkan (center) chairs a strategy meeting of ing humane alternatives to the totally unacnongovernmental observers attending the 1990 IWC meeting.
ceptable explosive harpoon. There is no
real way to kill whales humanely, a major
reason
why The HSUS objects to whaling.
MARINE MAMMALS
One of the gratifying aspects of the 1990
IWC meeting was evidence of worldwide
support to continue the moratorium. In the
United States, Congress unanimously
passed a resolution calling for zero catch
limits to continue "for at least another
decade, that is, to the year 2000 or beyond.'' The European Parliament added its
voice to the growing international chorus
he moratorium on commercial whal- whales. Supported by Japan, Norway, St. condemning whaling by adopting a resoluing is safe for one more year. As the Lucia, St. Vincent, and the Soviet Union, tion supporting the moratorium and critiInternational Whaling Commission's it tried-without success-to receive a quota cizing any efforts to overturn it.
(IWC) annual meeting in the Netherlands even before any decisions were made about
The formation of the Global Cetacean
drew near in July, there was growing fear the moratorium itself. Japan also tried un- Coalition last December, at a meeting
that the whalers would fmd some way to successfully to obtain special, interim hosted by The HSUS, certainly contributed
circumvent their "zero" kill allowance. quotas for its coastal whalers.
to this outpouring of support. Coalition
Tremendous support worldwide for whales,
An expose of Japan's excessive kill of member groups in more than twenty counhowever, ensured that the majority of the Dall's porpoises and other dolphins off its tries are working for the moratorium.
IWC not only maintained its zero quotas coast was prepared (with support from The
We must now begin to lay the ground
but also blocked all demands by Japan, HSUS) by the Environmental Investigation work for the next year's meeting, to be held
Norway, and Iceland for changes.
Agency. Months of dangerous undercover in Iceland. The Icelandic government, by
The original decision to allow no com- work in Japan proved that the massive offering to act as IWC's host, could be hopmercial whaling established 1990 as the slaughter was worse than anyone had ing for a diplomatic climate more favorable
year in which the IWC could begin to con- realized. In the past, there has been no to its views. The world's citizens must insider any modifications. The whalers tried agreement among IWC member nations on sist that their governments stand firm for
to interpret this to mean the moratorium the legal right of the commission to take whales regardless of where the IWC meets.
automatically ended this year and that set- any action on small whales and dolphins.
U.S. citizens must continue to make their
ting quotas for commercial whaling could This year the IWC called on Japan to wishes known to President George Bush, who
begin again. Fortunately, all such wrong- reduce this kill drastically-and quickly.
can use trade sanctions to keep the whalers
headed interpretations were voted down.
Norway also tried to circumvent the from resuming their bloody activities. We
Iceland was particularly aggressive in its moratorium. It has conducted "scientific" all must be ready for an even tougher atattempt to win approval to kill 200 minke whaling and plans to do more in the future. tack on the moratorium next year.
•

IWC Stands Firm

Another year of the whaling moratorium
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